of the bronze group of the famous brothers, a map of the simple street plan of Rochester, and a photograph of the Clinic building from whose roof one can look in every direction on the cornfields that surround the tiny town that is the Mecca of world surgery. An Introduction to Psychiatry. By Max Valentine, M.D., D.P.M. (15s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1955. Dr. Valentine has set out to achieve some sort of integration between psychiatry and the remainder of medicine in the way that psychiatry is thought about; and to make the subject less foreign to a student whose training has been in the biological sciences. There is no doubt that he has been successful in his first few chapters, and his account of behaviour as an adaptation achieved by homeostatic stabilizing mechanisms is clear and eminently readable. For this reason alone the book deserves to succeed but it will require considerable expansion if it is to be of use to the medical student and general practitioner for whom it is presumably intended. An irritating decimal subdivision has replaced ordinary page numbering, but the book appears to have about 300 pages of big print. The main part of the book, which deals with the syndromes in the usual way, is not adequate in many places. Thus when dealing with the question of terminating pregnancy on psychiatric grounds, the author says in effect that the problem is a complex one and leaves it at that.
There are a few errors. On the last of the six pages labelled 2.1.2. "infinite" should read "infinitesimal". The law relating to contract and tort is incorrectly stated. Thus a contract made when a person is insane is not void as the book states. It is voidable provided that the other party knew of the insanity when the contract was made. Similarly it is stated that those of unsound mind are incapable of committing torts and this is not true.
There is a useful section on intelligence testing and on elementary statistics though both are too condensed to be easily followed by the student. The index appears adequate and the book is pleasingly produced.
The Plasma Proteins in Pregnancy. A Clinical Interpretation. By Harold C. Mack, M.D.
(Pp. xii + 118; illustrated. 27s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas. 1955. This addition to the American Lecture Series of monographs is concerned with the changes in plasma proteins in normal and pathological pregnancies, and their possible relationships to the various adaptations occurring in this state. The author is a clinician asnd the accent is on clinical aspects of the subject. The analyses consist of a series of electrophoretic measurements of the proteins of maternal and foetal bloods. No other methods of investigation have been used.
After a brief introduction about some of the physicochemical properties of plasma proteins the discussion proceeds to the changes which occur in them in normal pregnancies, toxxmias of pregnancy and finally pregnancies complicated by a variety of other diseases. One is left at the end of 100 pages with the impression of a number of minor quantitative changes in plasma proteins occurring without much physiological background, and with a few exceptions the clinical bearing of these changes is not obvious. The last chapter on the relationship between foetal and maternal blood proteins is perhaps the most interesting, but the discussion of the placental barrier is short and nothing said of the protein changes in erythroblastosis foetalis. At the end of the book is a lengthy bibliography for further reading. The impression left is that of a picture without much meaning. It would seem to
